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preſent apps every oecaſion. 


$$ It 1 Miſs, replied the 
knight, looking archiy at me, you 


XS ſoon as ſhe was gone, Sir Wil- 
liam ſaid, if it were agreeable for me 
to take a waik down the garden, he 
had ſomething of importance to com- 
neee 1 begged to be excuſed, 
Sir, ſaid I, as my aunt 1s the only. 
friend I bave here, I ſhould with her- 
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are afraid to truſt yourſelf with me 
alone; but I commend your pru— 
dence, and as their are none but 
friends preſent, ſhall take the oppor- 
tunity of eommunicating my ſenti— 
ments before them.“ ; 


The two Miſs Douglaſſes begged 
leave to return into the h..ufe, leav- 
ing only Sir William, my aunt, and 
myſelf together; when he was 
pleaſed to addreſs me in the follow- 
ing terms: 


: 10 My dear Miſs Moreton, ſaid - 
he, ſince I firſt had the happineſs 
of ſeeing you, the 1dea of you has 
never been abſent from my thoughts. 
The beauties of your mind are more 
powerful than thoſe of your per- 


bo fon. 1 perſectly adore Jou, and 


make full declaration of my paſ- 
ſion. 4 have an ample fortune of 


© a 


3 
ſix thouſand per annum to lay at 
your feet, and was it as many mil- 


lions, T ſhould with equal pleaſure, 


devate it to your ſervice; only con- 
ſent to mike me happy, and crown 
my fonleft wiſhes with ſome ſmall 
Tay of hope, that may convinee me 


you have not the leaſt objeclion to 


become Lady Douglaſs.“ 


> 


T am far, Sir, from being in- 


ſenſible both of VOur merit ant ge- 


neroſity, replied I, and with it was 
in my power to make a ſuitable 
return for ſuch unmertited favours. 
The conſequence is, Sir, I am al- 
ready pre-engaged; my mini i: 
unalterably ſixed upon the objec 


of my eſteem, from which neither 
riches nor honours can make we 
ſwerve. If you think me worthy 


af your friendihip, I ſhall think my: 
VOL. 11. ' 5 
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ſelf highly honoured by that deelara- 
tion, and number you among my 
moſt valuable friends.“ 


His eyes plainly ſhewed he was 
ſenſibly affected. If this is the caſe. 
ſaid he in an angry tone of voice, I 
cannot but lament that ever | was fo 
anfortunate as to ſee you ; but ſtill 
let me hope you are too generous to 
trifle with my peace, merely for the 
ſake of amuſing yourſelf,” 


= #% Oh! fooliſh girl, 4 Jod my aunt, 
can you in reality * a negative 
upon fo amiable a gentleman, and 
prefer a country lad, who, in- all pro- 
bability, aims at nothing leſs than 
your ruin and deſtruction; when 
on the other hand, with {> noble 2 
charadter as Sir William, you can- 
not fail of meeting with unſpeak- 
able happineſs. Therefore let me 


beſeech you to forget there ever was 
ſuch a perſon as the Cottager. whom 
you have ſo often mentioned in all 
your diſcourſes.” 


* 


Madam, replied J, it is impoſſible 
to forget him who is moſt dear to me, 
and, if you valued my peace, you 
would deſiſt from perſuading me con- 
trary to my inclination.?” 8 


The generous knight ſaid he was 
inder the greate{t anxiety of mind, | 
pon conſideration that he was un- 

orthy of my choice. Fortune, 

own, is a mere trifle, if duly 
eighed againſt your real mer it; but 
you can be generous enough to 
ce your ſoul to pity me, and ſuffer 
_ wretch to live, his fortune, his 
ute, his every thing, is intirely at 
your command; and whoſe fate you 
B 2 


ſelf highly honoured by that declara- 
tion, and number you amongſt my 
moſt valuable friends.“ 


His eyes plainly ſhewed he was 
ſenſibly affected. If this is the caſe 
ſaid he in an angry tone of voice, I 
cannot but lament that ever ! was ſo 
anfortunate as to ſee you ; but {till 
let me hope you are too generous to 
trifle with my peace, merely for the 
ſake of amuſing yourſelf.” | 


„Oh! foolih girl, added my aunt, 
„an you in reality put a negative 
upon fo amiable a geaueman, and 
prefer à country lad, who, in all pro- 
bahility, aims at nothing leſs than 
your ruin and deſtruction; when 
on the other hand, with fp noble 2 
charadter as Sir William, you can- 
not fail of meeting with unſpeak- 
able happineſs, Therefore let mo 
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you have ſo often mentioned in all 
your diſcourſes.” 


* 


to forget him who is moſt dear to me, 
and, if you valued my peace, you 
would deſiſt from perſuading me con- 
trary to my inclination.” 5 


The generous knight ſaid he was 
inder the greateſt anxiety of mind, 
pon conſideration that he was un- 
orthy of my choice. * Fortune, 
own, is a mere trifle, if duly 


eighed againſt your real merit; but 
you can be generous enough to 
ee your ſoul to pity me, and fuffer 
wretch to live, his fortune, his 
life, his every thing, is intirely at 


Jour command ; and whoſe fate you 
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beſeech you to forget there ever was 
ſuch a perſon as the Cottager. whom 


„Madam, replied I, it is impoſlible 
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govern, while he has life to call him- 
ſelf your moſt faithful and humble 
c | 


I muſt confeſs 1 ſhed tears at 
his moving expreſſions, and was 
for ſume time unable to make any 
reply. At length, I entreated him 
to wave the diſcourſe for the pre- 
| ſent, and give me a little time for 
conſideration upon matters * ſuch 

importance. 


"46 My Ceareft Miſs Moreton, ſaid 
he, I grant your requeſt, but allow 
me to receive my doow, however 
| horrid it may be, when _ I have 
the honour to attend you.“ 


| WS 
He: entreated us to go to tea. A 
ſoon as we entered the parlour: 
there ſet the favourite houſekeeper, | 
who, with ſome difficulty, aroſe 


from her chair, by way of eompli- 


ment to us; we begged her to be | 
ſeated, I could perceive a general 
ſmile around at her unwieldy way 


of moving. She ſeemed in pam te 
know the reaſon of our detention in 
the garden, and was every now and 


then whiſpering in my aunt's ear 


ſomething relative to the buſineſs ; 


but my aunt could not give her any 
ſatisfactory anſwer thereto. 


We had ſcaree done tex, when a 
ſervant arrived from my aunt's 


houſe in town, to inform her that 
ſme lady was juſt arrived out of 


the country, withing to ſee her as 


ſoon as poſſible, My aunt ſeemed = 


as much ſurpriſed as myſelf; I began 
to conjecture it might be my mother, 
and ſo it Repponey..” 


- Shi ordered the. carriage to the 
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10 
door immediately, and taking leave 
of Sir William and the young ladies, 
ordered the coachman to drive home 
as 82 as poſſible. 


It was now 1 began to tremble at 
the thoughts of ſeeing a cruel mother, 
whoſe vindictive hatred towards me 
had been the chief eauſe of my quit- 
ting my native home; and fearing I 
ſhould meet with peace and happi— 
neſs abroad, had now undertaking this 
journey in order to diſturb my pre- 
ſent repoſe.—-] was likewiſe fearful 
it might in ſome meaſure impede my _ 
return to the Cottage of Content, 
having fixed upon the returning morn 
for that purpoſe. 


Ne ſoon arrived at my aunt's, and 
perceived it was as J had conjectured ; 

they were overjoyed at the ſight of 
each other, but took little notice of 


Rs 
me. After a few congratulatory 
compliments had paſſed, and had ta- 
ken ſome refreſhment, 


following manner : 


25 Well, Priſcilla, You ſee, netwiths 
flanding your ſudden elopement, I have 


taken the opportunity of finding you 


out, and had you bel aved yourſelf in 
that dutiful manner you ought to have 


done, 1 ſhould by no means have had 


this unneceſſary trouble of ſeeking 


after you; there are few people in the 


country that are acquainted with your 
undutiful behawour. I have taken 
every ſtep 1 am miſtreſs of, both to 
poliſh your manners, and render yon 
an amiable companion of ſociety, but 


5 you counteract all my deligns, and. 


put it entirely out of my power ei- 
ther to call you dutiful or obliging.“ 


ſhe took an 
opportunity of ſpeaking to me in the 
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12 
Then turning to my aunt, faid, „In- 
deed, Siſter Moreton, was | to relate 
a tenth part of her undutiful beha- 
viour, it would fill a volume; there 
fore I ſhall paſs the greateſt part 
over in ſilence, knowing, the ſtubborn - 
neſs of her heart; however, I am now 
determined upon uſing ſuch meaſures ' 
in future as ſhall be a lafting monu- 
ment how to condua herſelf towards 
ſo tender a e as 1 have always 
been towards her.“ 


I was now going to ſpeak a ſew 
words in my own defence, when my 
aunt prevented me, by acquieſeing 
wich all that ſhe (aid, and declared 
it was too true, for ſhe had ſeen. 
ſeveral ſamples of it herſelf, parti- 
cularly one, which ſhe ſhould take 
the opportunity of. re/ating to her 
ſecretly, it being a matter of great 


13 
moment, not only to herſelf, but 0 
the Moreton family in general.—I 
1] Knew ſhe hinted at Sir W 


1 he. fam to pauſe, and I 
embraced- the opportunity of ſpeak 
ing for myſelf, Indeed, I firſt 
made enquiry. aſter my brother Al- 
fied, but received very indifferent 
anſwers. The next thing was to 
vindicate my own character, as 
far as truth and juſtice would Per- 
me 


© Maeda; 2d ' I am lenſchle 
of the many obligations Lowe to a 
loving and tender parent, particu- 
larly my honoured father, who is 
now no more; and had you paid the 
ſame tender regard to me as he 
did, I ſhould not have taken ſanc- 
tuzry in this part of the world, I 
paid you every final duty 1 re- 


14 

ſpect, but was always e flighted and 
diſregarded, The meaneſt ſervant 
in your houſe was allowed to predo- 
minate over me. The ſmalleſt crime 
was magnified to a great degree. — 
| Nay in ſhort, every thing I fpoke 
or did was cenſured in that manner 
as rendered me incapable of acting 
any thing properly Finding my 
ſe ff in this diſagreeable ſituation, 1 
thought it moſt prudent to ſeek that 
protection abroad which was denied 
me at home. ; $2 = 


e acknowledge the favours 1 
have received from my aunt More— 
ton, and thouid be very ſorry to 


run counter to her withes in any 


point, excepting one, and that J hope 
mme will by no means wiſh to preſs. 
upon me, it being a matter of the 
greateſt moment. In any wiſe, 1 
wilh to conduct ms felt in the mol! 


3 

humble and obliging manner, and 

am very forry that any thing I do 

or ſay 2 N be en by 
* party.“ 


1 was permitted to retire to my 
room, where | meditated up! my 
hard fortune, ſuppoling that n. 
thing but miſery would be my lot 
if I failed in miking ay intended 
eſcape the next morning. I partook 
of nothing that night, except A 
little water gruel which was brought 
me by one of the ſervint maids. 
Sound fleep was a firanger to me, 
nevertheleſs | dofed a little at in- 
tervals. In the morning, when I 
awoke, | was very much ſurprued 
to find myſelf locked in. I now be- 
gan to be apprehendfive ſome ſcheme 
or other was formed againft me, 
that might, probably, frufirate all 
my deſigus. I examined the win 
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"REN attentively, but found it im- 


pratiicable to jump out; at this june- 


ture, my aunt unlocked the door | 
and came in, 


e rid. J, as ſhe entered 
the room, am | obliged to be under 
Jock and key, like a criminal, who 
has tranſgreſſed the laws of his 
count: y, and trampled under foot 
every genrrous thought, every ho- 
Neſt Priacip'e, nay, in ſhort, every 
thing that is praiſe worthy „or that 
can render human being both 
agreeable and reſpeaable in the eyes 
of a ſurrounding multitude ? “ 


She ſtood almoſt confounded, at ; 
length ſhe replied it was by the 
deſire of my mother, and that ſhe 
was now come to acquaint me with 
what treatment 1 might expo. d to 


BY. 
She ſeemed ſomewhat diſplenſed 


at my filence, faying, ſhe ſhould 


leave me and. the approaching night 
to ſettle it together, and then with— 
drew, ſeemingly much out of hu- 
mour. Her departure was not diſ- 
agreeable to me, having then time 


for reflection 5 


But my happmeſs was ſoon inter- 


rupted by the arrival of Sir William 
himfelf, who it ſeemed could take no 


reſt till he had paid me another viſit. 


He was conducted into an adjacent 
room. In the mean time, I was 
informed of this unexpedice] vii, - 


and that Sir William wilhed to know 


if his preſence would be agreeable 
to me? I was under the necellity of 


comply ii ing with Bis requeſt, 
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dow attentively, but found it im- 
practicable to jump out ; at this june- 
ture, my aunt unlocked the door 
| and came in. 


982 W ſaid I, as ſhe entered 
the room, am I obliged to be under 
Jock and key, like a criminal, who 
has tranſgreſſed the laws of his 
count y, and trampled under foot 
every genrrous thought, every ho- 
Deſi Princip e, nay, in ſnort, every 
thing that is praiſe worthy: or that 
can render human being both 

agreeable and reſpeRable i in the eyes 
olf a ſurrounding. multitude ? * 15 


She ſiood almolt 3 WH. 
length ſhe replied it was by the 
defire of my mother, and that ſhe 
was now come to acquaint me with 
what treatment 1 might expect t to 


r 
She ſeemed ſomewhat diſpleaſed 


at my filence, ſay ing, ſhe ſhould 


leave me and. the approaching night 


to ſettle it together, and then with 


drew. ſeemingly much out of hu- 
mour. Her departure was not diſ- 
agreeable to me, 2 then time 
for reflection Ty 


But my r was ſoon inter- 
rupted by the arrival of Sir William 


himfelf, who it ſeemed could take no 
reſt till he had paid me another viſit. 


He was conducted into an adjacent 
room. In the mean time, I was 


| informed of this unexpeftel viſit, 
and that Sir William wilhed to know 
if his prelence would be agreeable. 
to me ? 1 was under the nece llity of 


complying with his requeſt, 
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2 
„ Madam, ſaid he, approaching 
me with profonnd reſpet, let me 
beſecch you fii!l to ſhew forth that 
goodneſs, which is conſiſtent with 
$ourſelf, Dy only informing me, un- 
'owningly (even if the ſentence 
ſhould pronounce my future miſery ),. 
what I may in ſome meaſure expect. 
16 reproaeh you afterwards, would: 
be the higheft pitch of ingratitude,. 
nor would 1 dare henceforth to offend- 
your pity for me, with one ſingle 
ſigh, ont of the many thouſands it 
muſt ene 5 = 


T certainly muſt acknowledge 
there was ſo much reſpect, ſo much 
dignity and good ſenſe, in all his ex- 
i {10thons, that it was with equal pain 
and Py. 1 had power te anſwer 


him ; 
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ee Sir, ſaid I. the great honour 
you do me, the high regard you pro- 
feſs for me, and the ample fortune 
you lay at my. feet, are almoſt inſur- 
mountable objects, eſpecially to any 
perſon that was not, like myſelf, 
_ pre-engaged ;- and that happens to he 
my caſe, beg you will not think of 
any other alliance than that of friend. 
ſuip only, ſince I eould never think 
of wedding with any perſon fo far 
advanced in years as yourſelf,” 
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If, continued he, that is your 
only objection, let me, for once, 
inform you that life is very precari- 
ous to the young as well as the aged; 
and as to any apprehenſions of your 
been left a widow, and friendleſs, 
as it were, would inrbitter. my 
dying moments, However, to ſet 
aſide all doubis, and to inſure, in 


24 
ſome meaſure, your future happineſs. 
I will fettle an ample fortune upon 
you, before we enter into wedlock ; 


ſuch as ſhall put it out of the power 4 


of Miſs Moreton to dread the leaft 
_ conſequence of the kind that may 
_ ariſe in future, touching the points 
before mentioned.“ 


1 muſt confeſs 1 ſtood {motionleſs 
for 85 time, which he perceiving, 
ſaid, . You cannot be inſenſible, my 
dear Miſs Moreton, of my regard for 
you, from the firſt moment I ſaw. 
yon: however ſtill let me nouriſh 
this cold but infant hope ; ; It may, 


in ſome meaſure, help to alleviate 
my woe. 


But, alas! if you forbid me 
as a wretch unworthy of ſuch tranſ- 
cendent happineſs, then will 1 me 
my day: s in Lon. ue and retirement,” 


I endeavoured to perſuade him 1 
had not the leaſt inclination to matri» 
mony at preſent; that he might ye 
poſſibly meet with fome lady more 
ſuitable to his rank and fortune. 


Ah! Miſs Moreton, replied he; 
if that is all the hope you can give 
me, it is but a rotten foundation to i: 
build upon; ſome more happy and iſt i} 
deſerving lover will have the honour Ml 
of being my repreſentative. Let me 
thus unhappily defeated, now retreat, 
nor, by returning, ſuffer ſtill more 
cruelty, I therefore humbly take my 
leave for ever, and may your days 
be happy, as mine muſt be miſera- 
ble.” Then bowing, quitted the 
room nas 1 . 


1 faw no one but the ſervant maid 
that evening. She informed me of 
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ſeveral things that paſſed below- 
ſtairs, and, early in the morning, 
Mrs. Clutterbuck, Sir William's 
| houſekeeper, came, and deſired to 
ſpeak with me, I begged her to walk 


to do 'himlelf a miſchief, and we 


matter ſeriouſly, and, if poſſible 


for once, condeſcend to make me 
the meſſenger of glad tidings.“ 


up, when ſhe informed me ſhe had 
ſomething of conſequence to com- 
munieate. I deſired her to proceed, 


© You muſt know, Madam, ſl 
ſhe, that my maſter, Sir William 


Douglas, is exceedingly ill, and he 


inſorms me that his illneſs originates 
on your aceount. He has threatenedf 


are all very much terrified. I beg, 
Madam, that you will conſider the 


ſend him a | comfortable anſwer ; nay, 


* 
Ps Indeed; ſaid I, Mrs. Clutterbuck, 
| am exceedingly ſorry Sir William 


, ſhould take any thing to heart on 


my account, but I have already 
given him a final anſwer, and beg he 
will never more trouble me on that 
account.” She ſeemed very angry 
at my diſcourſe. 


„ Pray, Madam, faid ſhe, what 


is there wanting in Sir William to 
render him every way agreeable? Is 


he not a gentleman by birth, title, 
fortune, and behaviour? Has he not 
made you the nobleſt offers in his 


power? and yet you flight and diſ- 
regard them. I wiſh he would do 


the ſame by me, I ſhould gladly ac- 


cept the offer, and think it no ſmall 


dezree of honour to be ealled Lady 
Dovg'aſs.” —Indeed, Mrs. Ciut ter- 


buck ſeemed quite angry, becauſe 8 
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would not conſent to be made a lady 


Why, faid ſhe, is it a very great 
| hardſhip upon you to have a good 
| huſband, and an ample fortune? but 

I ſuppoſe you have fome other perſon 
In view ; your aunt has intimated as 
mueh, and ſeems to think it is ſome 
country lad, of mean abilities and 
| lender fortune, that engages your 
whole attention, I think ſhe calls 
him the faithful Cottager. And yet 
if it was my caſe, as it is your's, and 
1 had the ſame opportunity of making 
muy fortune, I ſhould fee all the Cot - 
tagers in Europe at Jericho, before 


1 would have any Wing to wy to 
7 them.” 


Indeed, Mrs. Clutterbuck beeame 
ſo troubleſome, that I- Ws obliged 
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29 
0 diſmiſs her with a frown, and ſhe 
went grumbling away. 
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My- aunt immediately entered, and 
began upbraiding me with ingrati- 
tude, ſpeaking a thouſand ill-natured 
things of me, and promiſed me J 
ſhould remain under lock and key, 
till my mother and ſhe had conſulted | 
in what manner they ſhould diſpoſe 


of. me. I was under the neceſſity of 
complying. 


"The ma id ervant took tho oppor- 


tunity of int ein me, there was a 
> letter come out of the country, di- 
refed to me: that my-mother and 


aunt had opened it, and read the con- 
0 i tents; that ſhe overheard then ſay, 
it ſhould never come into my hands ; 
ſhe begged | would keep it a pro- 
5 found ſecpet, which 1 faithfully 
Al | 


Vr. 11. {Th 


30 
promiſed to obſerve, at the ſame 
time, ſlipping a guinea into her hand, 
as a reward for her fidelity. | 


I defired her to furniſh me ſecret- 
ly with pen, ink, and paper, which 
| ſhe accordingly did, telling me, I | 
might depend upon ſecreſy in any 
thing I thought proper to entruſt her 
with; and, indeed, ſhe obſerved the 
moſt ſtrict punctuality. I then pen- 
ned the following lines to the faith- 

ful Cottager ; 


« Sir, 
“ ] am ſorry to inform you of my 
unhappy ſituation, and that we mnll 
bid a final adieu to each other tor 
ever; we have both ben | to repent 
bars we ever {aw each other. 

* My mother came to town tha 

evening before 1 intended quitting 
my aunt's houſe, have forme rea- 


e \_ib 
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been confined to my room ever ſindò 
ſhe came to my aunt's, and:todnigr« 


row is the day fixed upon for my 
_ ſetting off to France, where I am 
doomed to end my days in og - 


vent; otherwiſe, to conſent. to: Ar 
William's propoſals. I made choice 


of the former; rather chooſing to. be 
cloiſtered, than to wed with a perſon 


old enough to be my grandfather. 


will all ſympathize with me; eſpeci- 


. ally when you reflect that I am going 


1 amongſt a ſet of women, whoſe reli- 
it gion and manners I have the greatelt 5 


averſion to. 


- Wa 
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ſon io think myſelf unlucky; IShave 
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« Be kind enough to inform your 
honeured parents of my preſent mis- 
fortunes, and make no doubt but you 


66 4 flattered myſelf with the pleaſe 
ing hopes of a return to your happy 
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cottage; but, alas! it was a vain hope; 


God only knows how I ſhall ſupport 


my falf ninder the load of grief that 
now oppreſſes me; I fear I ſhall fink 


under the burthen, except ſome me- 


thod can be thought of to avert the 


ig pending blow; in the mean time 


ſhall lubſeribe myſelf unalterably 


Your s, 


PRISCILLA MORETON.” 


I ſealed and directed it, then gave 


it to my faithful ſervant to put in 


the polt, which ſhe carefully obeyed ; 
the poor creature was truly fenfible 


. of my grief, and did every thing in 
her power to aſſiſt me in my preſent 


litvation : ſhe would frequently drop 
a friendly tear when ſhe came ,with 


any thing to me. I made her ſeveral 
fall preſents ; indeed, (he was truly 
worthy of them. | 


38 
On the day appointed my mother 
and aunt ſent the maid to know if I 
perſiſted in my obſtmacy. I returned 
for anſwer, that my confinement had 


by no means altered my opinion, but 


of the two, rather confirmed it. 


Charllotte ſoon returned with an 
order for me to prepare for my in- 
tended journey ; that a poſt chaiſe 


would be at the door in the ſpace of. 
two hours, in Which 1 was to embark 
for France, accompanied by my aunt, 
my cruel mother, and another pecton 


ol their acquaintance. 


What paſſed between us on the 


road I ſhall paſs over in itence, 75 


it contained nothing very particular. 


They accompanied me till 1 took 


ſhnipping, and then delivered me over 


to the captain, with 4 firict charge 
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converſation With any one. 


34 


how to act, and in what manner he 


was to diſpoſe of me, when we reach 


ed the place of our deſtination. We 
ſoon arrived at Paris; I was immedi- 


| ately conveyed to the nunnery, and 


delivered into the euſtody of the Ab- 
beſs, with whom all t things were be- 


fore ſettled concerning me. 


1 was now left to bemoan my ſeif 
within the walls of this gloomy man- 
ſion. 1 endeavoured to throw off 
that anguiſh of ſpirit which now ſur- 


_ rounded me, but in vain; the Faith- 
ſul Cottager had made too deep an 


imprellion on my mind ever to be 


N Obliterated. 


My wind became ge in ſilent 


melancholy trom the firſt moment I 
entered tieſle gloomy walls; I could 2 


not be prevailed upon to enter into 


* 


35 


In order to relieve my preſent 


diſturbed ſtate of mind, I new gave 


myſelf up almoſt to deſpair; grief 


ſeemed almoſt my only refuge; my 


time was wholly taken up in indulg- 
ing my ſorrows. The nuns com- 
paſſionated me, but I never wiſhed 
to converſe with them: Indeed one 
day, as I ſat indulging my melan- 
choly, 
room, accoſling me 7 a com- 
paſſionate air, and ſaid, 
dear Miſs Moreton, 

way to unavailing forrow * 


will. you give 
continual 
weeping will, 


health: you think yourſelf unhap- 


Py, alaſs! there is few within theſe 
thoſe who 
indeed, have 
but we who are 
to ſpend our lives in 


walls who are not ſo; 
have taken the veil, 
cauſe for ſorrow ; 
not doomed 
penitence and prayer ſhould. endea- 


a young lady entered my 


Why, my 


in time, impair your 
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your to paſs the time away chear- 


fully during our confinement. | 


Ah! Miſs, (aid J. then” I am 


one of thoſe Who have cauſe for ſor- 
row. ; © who Am by nature of a live- 
ly diſpoſition, am condemned to 


waſte and linger out my youth with- 


in the gloomy walls of a eonvent.—_ 
My cruel mother is determined 1 ſhall 


take the veil as ſoon as the year of 


my novitiate expires; therefore 1 
have no other expectation but to end 
my days in a convent. Such is the 


fate of thoſe daughters who are only 
permitted to live hecauſe they are 
born, and confined in a nunnery to 
ſave their portions. What riches ae 


in our family will be diſpoſed off ac- 


cording to the eaprice of my mother, 
who would always have me appear | 


like an immovable ſtatue ; or, in 


other words, that 1 ſhould not have 


one wiſh or deſire at my « own com- 
mand. 


Is it poſſible; replied ſhe, to be 


ſo ill-natured to an only daughter! Be 


Madamoiſelle St. Pierre ſeemed quite 


firuck at the account which 1 gave 


her, and from that hour we beeame 
inſeparable companions. - Whenever 


time and opportunity would permit, 
we were inventing ſome new ſcheme 
in order to forward my deliverance, 


Some times I entertained her with a 
hiſtory of all my paft adventures, the 


relation of which coſt her ſome tears; 


adding, ſhe never heard a more affect- 


ing ſtory in her life. 


I made her ſenſible how fatal the 
confinement of a convent might 
prove to me; not that I was fad. of 
the pleaſures of the world, but ra- 


ther the reverſe; yet was I deprived. 
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of that virtuous liberty which is in 


ſome meaſure due 'to all the ſons and 
daughters of Adam. 


6 1 wiſh to heaven, returned the, 
I could form ſome ſcheme to releaſe 


you from this Egyptian bondage.” 


Her frankneſs and good nature 


were ſuch as rendered her an ami- 


able companion. How valuable is 


the friendſhip of that perſon to 
whom you may, with ſafety, unbo- 
ſom your moſt. ſecret thoughts with- 


out reſerve; and ſhe was that real 


iriend I have now been ſpeaking of. 


She conſtituted me alſo. equally 
her confident, and we ſometimes 


amuſed each other with a full relation 
of paſt occurrences, 


5 
I did nat omit giving her a full 


detail of what paſſed between me and 
Sir William Douglaſs, to which ſhe 


was all attention; and underſtanding 
my preſent confinement proceeded 


from a refuſal of his offers, ſhe ſtill 


pitied me the more on that account. 


„ Miſs Moreton, added ſhe, your 


narrative is both inſtructive and euter- 


taining ; I admire your reſolution, in 
preferring a nunnery, to the cold 
embraces 6f old age and infirmity. 


She concealed nothing from me 


and expreſſed her grief in a very af- 


 fefting manner, and informed me ſhe 
ſhould quit the convent in a very 
ſhort time, and was going to enter 


into matrimoay with an Italian gen— 
tleman, whoſe diſpolition and man— 
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ners were of the firſt caſt, Their 
intention was to ſettle in London, as 
he was a perſon in a commercial 
line of buſineſs. 


I was in raptures at her diſcourſe, 
and congratulated her on the happi- 
neſs that muft enſue from the union 

of ſo amiable and agreeable a couple 
intimating to her, at the ſame time, 
that if my eſeape could not be affected 
before her departure, I ſhould for 
ever give up the idea of it. 4 
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«© Fear not, ſaid ſhe, Li kavs al. 
ready formed a plan for your deliver— 
ance, the contents of which I fhall | 

communicate the firſt convenient 
opportunity. But you know the 
Abbeſs is juſt returned home, and, 
being jealouſly inclined, when- 
ever any two of us are ſeen con- 


. » » 
aw ys. +. 


bw „ FIR? #6 2 * 
ä n; p * oF f „ a 5 3 — 1 
* % A 4.4 ae +4 1 2 2 2 * . * f 0 . , r * — q 
= 2 6 28 1 ; bk, 2 * 3 N . a i . 2 L — Ion 
„ ot — - £ 1 3 * P ” nw * — 11 — > ——- * Ser r COR | A ö wy 4 e . 
Oe = * N - * _— t ga vc . 4 "7 — — Ft 2 PI * 2 2 * 5 2 722 8 - Ro - — : , = | 4, | 2 | | : 
g 8 Fa - 2 A - iy L „„ er 2 a - ; $45. $4 5 . & = FL k a ' 4 a 
„ m * 7 4 8. 7 y ' , ; 
* 2 12 - 22 41 a : N ; 1 ; | 
: Y * F : wy * . T 6 * * - - 4 - - I 
4 F * "FAIT. . of tas _ ? Ro 


——— 
% 3 5 
8 Ke is * 
5 * 4 
5 , * = T 


ER DA. 


TIS > 


< ; W r 
„ 
RELIES * — a 
4 S we. xo: Wo: * *** p 
a2 HA N ip * * 


r 


A - "1 
a 
- 2 


2 — 
* x „ 
— = 


0 
oo 
4 3 
4 


* 
+4 
* 


- 8 r 
— - 7 9 


FP 41 
verſing together, ſnail bid vor edieu 
for the preſent, and take te ane 
tage of a future vit. Ihe next 
morning ſhe took the opportunity of 
renewing it. . 


ton, hit upon a ſcheme lisely to 405 
ſwer your purpoſe, it is as follows: 
through having a longer residence 
in this convent than yourſelf, I am 
thereby enabled to form a better 
judgment of the manners and dif- 

politions of the inhabitants, 


© J have, ſaid ſhe, Miſs More- 
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«© The portreſs is a pe:ſ;n of an 
avaricious turn of mind, and 1 have 
vanity enough to think ſhe would : 
not refuſe a little of the yellow ore, 
by which means ſhe might be pre- 
vailed upon to drop lier keys in a 
certain place appointed, and retire 
for a while; during Wich. interval 
l r E N 


42 

it is poſſible for you to let yourſelf 
out without being perceived by any 
one but my ſelf.“ 


I approved highly of the ſcheme, 
and begyed of her to try the ma- 
nœuvre the firſt convenient opportu- 
nity, at the ſame time given her a 
_ purſe, containing five guineas, to 
make uſe of as ſhe thought molt 
proper upon the preſent occaſion, 


Immediately upon this J was in- 
formed, that a gentleman was wait- 
ing at the gate to ſpeak with me. I 
was rather alarmed, being unable to 


deviſe who it could be. 1 immedi- 


ately aroſe from my ſeat, and advan— 
_cing towards the ſpot, perceived it 
was my ever faithful Theodore. Ile 
gave me a ſign, as if to enjoin ſe— 
creev, and then ſaid, “ Alaſs! my 
dear ſiſter, l am happy once more 


" 


to _ the pleaſure of your counte- 
nance,” 


Then turning to the portreſs, ( who 


was hy this time at our elbows) he 


ſail, ** 1 have a letter for the Abbeſs, 
if you wi.t be kind enough to deliver 


it immediately.“ Which the did. It 


was of his own di dating, a and was 
as follows : : 5 


Madam, 
Fe ſon, who 13 the bearer of 
this > at having a ſtrong propen= 


ſity for a trip to France, to lee his 
_ liſter, Miſs Priſcilla Moreton, A 


member of your houſe, I thought 


proper to give you a few lines by 


him, fearing you might not acqui— 
elce, I having before laid ſuch ſtreſs 


upon you not to admit a male viſi- 
tor of any kind, Pleaſe to let him 


know how ſhe ſeems to reliſh her 
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44 
confinement; but ſhould ſhe entertain 
the leaſt objection, I am nevertheleſs 
determined ſhe ſhall take the veil, 
I am, with all due reſpeR, 
Madam, 
Your much eſteemed friend, 
and moſt humble ſervant, 
NM. MORETON.” Mo 


Immediately after the oral of 
the above, the Abbeſs came to me 
herſelf, and after ſeveral interroga- 
tory queſtions, ſaid: 


“ I underftand, Miſs Moreton, by 
your mamma's letter, this gentleman 
is your own brother, and it is at her 
requeſt I grant him the liberty of 
converſing with you; he appears "P 
perſon of ſtrick honour; and as you 
may have ſomething of conſequence 
to communicate, I ſhall withdraw for 
u ſhort time.“ 


45. 
I thanked her very kindly, = Du- 
ring her abſence, he took the oppor- 
tunity of informing me of the whole 


affair; which at preſent appeared ra- 


ther myſterious. 


c My deareſt Priſcilla, ſaid he, it 
is impoſſible to guels the anguiſh of 
my mind upon the receipt of your 


laſt letter; I inſtantly rode poſt to 


London, in order, if poſſible, to gain 
ſome account of you; I went to your 
aunt's houſe, and very fortunately 


ſaw none but Charlotte, the maid | 
ſervant, who had proved fo faithful 


to you during your ſtay at your aunt 


Moreton's. She had ſome notion 
who 1 was, and what was my butt- | 
neſs; I ail not deceive her, and 


ſhe ſeemed happy in having it in 


her power to relieve my preſent 


anxiety ry 
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46 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, as there is no per- 
fon but myſelf at home, to over-hear 
eur diſcourſe, 1 ſhall take the liberty 
of ſoeaking freely, and without re- 
ſerve; the family is gone into the 
country for a ſhort time, ſince which, 
as I was rummaging over the place, 
in ſearch of fomething I wanted, a 
leiter came to my hands, which had 
been dropped promiſcuoufly, con- 
taining an account of the convent, 
where Miſs Moreton was gone to, 
and ſome other things of leſs mo- 
ment. 1 carefully took doun the 
direction, and feturned the letter to 
he fame place 1 found it in; and 
as you are chat“ faithful gentleman 
] have often heard her ſpeak of, ſhall 
_ preſent you with it.” Then putting 
a piece of paper into my hand, ſaid, 
« It is in your power now, Sir, to 
make what uſe you pleaſe of it. 3 


« 


« ] returned her my warmeſt 
thanks, at the ſame time making 
her a ſmall preſent, as a reward for 
her fidelity, promiſing not to forget 
her at ſome future period. 


took the quickeſt method poſ- 


ſible to arrive at this deſirable ſpot, 


where dwelt my adorable Priſcilla ; 
I formed a letter to the Abbefs, as 


if it came from your mother; and, 
repreſenting myſelf as your brother 


Alfred, have gained admittance; and 
if it be poſlible to form any project, 


in order to facilitate your eſcape, 


I will be. in readineſs to night, at 


ſome appointed time, to convey you 


away in a poſt- -chaiſe, which I ſhall 
take care to provide for that Pur- | 


poſe.” 5 


My E drooping ſpirits now hegan N 
to revive, I whiſpered to him the 
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plot Madamoiſelle and I had already 
formed, and we agreed to put it in 


execution about twelve at night. 


The young lady had. ſtolen ſoftly 


to us, and informed Theodore ſhe 


ſhou!d count it the greateſt happineſs 
of her life, if ſhe could prove any i 
ways infirumental in. removing that 
dark cloud which, at preſent appear- 


ed to obſtruẽt our happineſs. 


„Madam. ſaid he, ſmilingly , you 


do me infinite pleaſure; your gene- 


roſity is unequalled, and demands 


our warmeſt praiſe.“ 


She then ſoftly withdrew, being 
apprehendſive the Abbeſs was not fur 


20 which proved to be the eaſe, 


the came in a few minutes 


3 


40 


Our diſcourſe was turned upon 


different ſubjects, and the Abbeſs 


ſeemed to recommend my taking the 
veil in the ſtrongeſt terms; he acted 


the hypocrite, appearing to coincide 
with her, 


ö 


cellent rules and orders; her mamma 


will be equally fatisfied, when J in- 


form her of Prifcilla's reſolution in 
determining to take the veil,” 


The Abbeſs ſeemed highly pleaſed 


at his dliſcourſe, kopiis to have 


quitted France, when the would take 


ten anſwer to his 1aother's letter. — 
After a ſew parting compliments, hs 


e — 
8 wir oe eee 


pleaſure to me, to find my ſiſter 
every way condeſcending to your ex- 


another viſit from him, before he 


the opportunity of returning a Writ- 
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took his leave, waiting impatiently 
for the appointed hour, that was to 
free his adorable Priſcilla from a 
cloiſtered habitation. 


After Grenvilles departure from 
the SORT the Abbeſs came to me, 
and ſaid, ** Miſs Moreton, I perceive 


Madam St. Pierre and yourſelf could 
frequently wiſh each other's eompa- 


ny; if ſo, you are at full liberty to 
viſit each other at any time ; perhaps 
an agreeable companion, like her, 
may be the means of rendering this 


religious houſe more agreeable, 


| thanked her very kindly, ac- 
cepting the offer with infinite plea— 


ſure. This crowned: my fondeſt 
hopes; we could now freely converſe 
together, regardleſs of tiat fear which 
at other times ſurrvanded us, 


= 
We embraced the firſt opportunity 


of re- examming our former ſcheme; 
that nothing might be wanting to 
render it ſucceſsful. Madam St. 


Pierre thought it rather prudent to 


have ſome private diſcourſe with 


the portreſs, before ſhe too eagerly 
preſented her with the intended 


bribe : aceordingly, ſhe ſignified her 
intention of ſpeaking with her the 
— opportunity. 


0 Madam. ll ſhe, I will wait 


upon you in the ſpace of two hours.” 


In the mean time amuſing our- 


ſelves with the thoughts of the con- 


ſternation the Abbeſs would be in, 


on the firſt diſcovery of my flight.— 
Madam St. Pierre gave me her ſiſter's 
addreſs in London, by which means 
1 might be enabled to hear of her 
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after my intended _ was ac- 
compliſhed. N 


The portreſs came at the time 
appointed; tne lady enjoined ſecre- 


cy, the other readily acquieſced ; 
When after a few words had paſſed, 
which ſeemed to be well underſtood 
by each party, ſhe preſented her 


with a purſe, containing the delict- 


ous bait. She eagerly embrace] the 
ſame, and appointed a certain place 


where the keys might be found, ad- 
ding at the lame time: x 


As you are now more intimately 
acquainted with each other, the 


ſcheme may be carried on with the 
greateſt proptiet y ; the Abbeis being 
a little indifpoſed, retired to bed 
ſomething belvre her alda! time, 


ordering the portreſs to make all 
fait, and leave the keys in tie ac- 
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euſtomed place. You need not, 


continued ſhe, trouble yourſelf fo 


much about it, Madam St. Pierre, 
; and Miſs Moreton, having the liber- 
ty of viſiting each other eccafion- 
ally.” : | | 
Accordingly, the keys were drop- 
ped in the place appointed, and ea- 
gerly embracing the opportunity, I 
ſtole ſoftly down fairs, unlockin; 

the gates with eaſe and ſafety: 


Madam St. Pierre was my only con- 


duAor : not a word tranſpired ; we 
ſaluted each other, dropping "a 
friendly tear, and, after gently preſi- 
ing me, by the hand, we parted ; 


ſhe making all faſt after me, and, 


dropping the keys in the ſame ſpot 


bed. 


— 


What happened afterwards 1 know: | 


not, but my ever faithſul Grenville 
i) SY + REES 


we found them in, ſhe retired to 
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was pungual ty, his time; he had a 
_ Poſt-ehaiſe in waiting, into which 


he conducted me with his 6wn hands; 
then giving orders to the driver, to 
make the utmoſt ſpeed, we bid 


adieu to the convent. Before the 
morning light, we thought ourſelves. 


out of all danger from any purſuers; 
we ſtopped to take ſome refreſhment, 


of which we ſtood in need, and to 


fix upon ſome plan or other for our 


future ſafety, and farther deliver- 
_ ance, 


It was here we fell in company 
with an Italian gentleman, whole 


condeſcenſion and affability was 


ſuch, as could not fail to render him 
a moſt agreeable and amiable com- 


panion, Theodore foon found, by 
| his converſation, that he had lived 


in London, upon which he did not 


feruple given him ſome account c. 


"Io 
onr prefent journey, at the ſame 
time, kindly ſoliciting his advice, 
how, or in what manner, he thought 
moſt prudent for us to proceed, he 
being far better acquamted with 
thoſe parts than ourſelves : he ſpoke 
the Engliſh language pretty well, 
having relided in London for feveral 
J ears . 


Upon a more minute enquiry, we 
found the Italian was not altogether 
a ſtranger to the Moreton family; 
but that it expired at the death of 
Priſcilla's father: he perfectly re- 


15 membered Miſs Moreton's ſeatures, 
, although ſhe could not recollect 
n having ſeen him. He faid Mrs. 
2 Moreton was by no means any fa- 
y vourite of his, being a perſon of a 
AY very unfteady temper ; that he was 
wy often ſurpriſed at ſeeing Mr. More- 
01 | 
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ton put up with it as he did on various 


accounts, but imagined it might 


proceed from his own affability and 


good nature. 


After a concluſion of the Beese 


diſcourſe, and ſeveral congratulatory 
compliments had paſſed, relative to 
our meeting ſo promiſcuouſly, at 
the preſent juncture, he next pro- 
ceeded to inform us, in the belt 
manner he could, . to proceed 


upon the Preſent emergency | of 


affairs. 


„ have, eontinued he, ſome bu- 
ſineſs of importance to ſetile with a 


gentleman in London, and could. I 
have met with a veſſel bound for that 
port, it was my intention to have fail- 
ed for England immediately; but 


being diſappointed in my wiſheo, 
ſhall Eee for Italy, for a hort 


tim „ until a more convenient oppor- 
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tunity W itſelf to W view. FP 


«kd now, faid he, my warthy 
friends, let me entreat you to accom». 
pany me to Italy, where you will 


have the opportunity jof viewing that 
moſt delightful country, that was 


once ſo famous for arts and learning. ; 
after which we may proceed for Bags. 
land together. 

In the mean time you will be 
more at leiſure to compaſe your 
minds after ſo hazardous and fatigu- 
ing an enterprize as the one you are 
now engaged in.“ Fs 


Grenville appeared highly pleaſed 


with the invitation; looking up to me 
for my approbation, which I could by 
no means with-hold, having put 
myſelf under the care of lo faithful a 
friend and deliverer. 


58 
Acecordingly all things being ſet- 
tled for 'our intended journey, we 
embarked immediately for that de- 
lightful country, fo much boalted of 
by travellers. 


Our worthy companion gave us 
every information in his power, re- 
lative to the manners and cuſtems, of 
the inhabitants we were now going 
to viſit, and we found it ſtrictly true; 
in a word, the modern Italians are a 
polite, affable, ingenious, and ready - 
witted people. 
/ 

Our voyage was uneommonly 
pleaſant and agreeable, as muſt be 
ſuppoſed from the converſation of ſo 
amiable and inſtructive a com- 
panion. Re. 1 


Immediately upon our arrival in 
Italy, he conducted us to a moſt de- 


| Ro 
firable ſpot, where we might reft 
ourſelves after ſo fatiguing a journey; 
« After which, faid he, we ſhall 
proceed within a few miles of the 
metropolis, where 1 have a manſion 
elegantly furniſhed, which ſhall be 
at upon ſervice during your ſtay in 
Italy.“ | 


After ſome ſhort ftay in this part 
of the country, and we had taken a 
view of every _thing that was curious, 
we proceeded forward to the Place 
above mentioned. 


He preſented us to his wife and 
daughter, which was all the family 

he had then alive; and, indeed, they 
were both amiable perſons. From 
the kind treatment we received at 
their hands, Theodore and myſelf 
| almoſt began to imagine ourſelyes at 
the Cottage of Content. 
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He ſoon gave his moſt amiable 
conſort an account how and in what 
manner he had met with his new 
acquaintance; which ſhe no ſooner 
heard, than ſhe expreſſed her friend- 
ſhip towards us in the following 
pleaſant way, ſaying, it bore ſuch 
a ſimilarity to her own affairs ſome 
years back, that ſhe thought herſelf 
happy in the converſation of two 
ſuch. worthy characters as our- 
ſelves. > 

No pains were cared to render 


our ſtay every way agreeable, and 


had {not family connections, and the 
deſire of re- viſiting our native coun- 
try, erouded into the imagination, 
and broke in upon our repoſe ; we 
might have ended our days in this 
delightful country, with that tran» 
quility of mind, which is ever at- 
tendant upon the virtuous | bart of 
the eron tion. N 


But, alaſs! a cireumſtance took 
place, which, in ſome meaſure, diſ- 
turbed our , preſent happineſs, and 
deprived us of our worthy benefac- 
tor's company, upon our return to | 
England, which he now thought of 
accotnpliſhing ; for being out one 
day upon a little excurſion on horſe- 
back, his horſe threw him, by which 
means one of iis legs was broken. 


This misfortune entirely put aſide 
all thoughts of viſiting England, at 
leaſt for ſome time to come; and 
having reſided here now almoſt two 
months, and viſited every place of 
amuſement, we began to entertain 
thoughts of returning home. 


The worthy Italian | was however 
in a fair way of recovery, and uſed 
every endeayour in his power to 
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procure every thing neceſſary for 
our intended voyage. 


He took the opportunity of ſendnig 


for a gentleman, with whom he 
agreed, and paid our paſſage to Eng- 
land ; at the ſame time giving me a 
letter to his friend in London, expreſs- 


ing at onee his friendſhip and ſineeri- 


ty, by every token of generoſity, he 


was able to confer upon us. 


The amiable lady and her daughter 
were bufily employed in eontributing 
their ſhare, by infiſting upon our re- 


ceiving ſeveral preſents, tokens of 
their joint concern for our welfare. — 
Tears flowed copioufly on the occaſi- 
on, and we parted from each other 
very reluctantly. 


But notwithſtanding all things 
were now ſettled to our ſatisſaction, 
yet another circumſtance took place 


63 


which ſeemed likely to impeed our 
t. 


The perſon with whom he had 
firſt agreed for our paſſage was ſud- 
denly taken ill, and died the next 
day. His character was unexception- 


able, and kis death lamented by all 


who had the honour of his acquaint- 
ance. - 


The perſon appointed to ſucceed 
him, was in every reſpe& the reverſe 


. of the former. He pretended to ha ve 


, coneeived a violent paſſion for me, 
from the firſt moment he ſaw me, 

: and if I refuſed to comply with his 

Z _ propoſals, he ſhould take ſuch ſteps 

= might be the means of retarding 
my preſent voyage to England. 

Y 3% Oh! wretch as thou art, replied 


© | 141, is it poſlible for ſuch villainy to 
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Jurk beneath the human breaſt ! 
ſhall I degrade myſelf by forming a 
connection with the baſeſt of man- 
kind? Forbid it heaven ! and let me 
fly to the arms of my generous 
- Grenville ; he will protect my inno- 
| Tence, and defend my virtue. 
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By this time Theodore became 

acquainted with the matter, a chal- 

| lenge was the conſequence, and he 
came off . 


« Alaſs! ſaid Grenville, my dear 
1 be not afraid; I have de- 
manded ſatis faction for the inſult, and 
taught him hence forth to remember 
how he dares to invade the innocence 
of a virtuous firanger. 


fleeied a aterent courſs frown that 
he at firſt intended. 
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Grenville became uneaſy for our 
ſafety, often wiſhing we were land- 
ed upon' Engliſh ground; but we 
then found ovrſelves at a greater diſ- 
tance. In ſhort, from what we could 
learn from the ſailors on board, we 
were then upon the borders of 

America, | 


| He then hoiſted out the boat, in- 
fiſting upon our going on ſhore, 
which we were under the neeeſlity 
of complying with. Our only fea 
was, that he intended to put an end 
to our exiſtance. However, he 
thought proper to leave us upon a 
| barren ſpot of ground, as he ſup- 
poſed it, while he burlued his in- 
teaded voyage. g 


As ne evening was drawing on 
the firſt thing we ſought for was a 
place of ſhelter from the inclemen- 
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cy of the weather, when to our great 
ſurpriſe, we ſaw, at a diſtance, an 


aged man advancing towards us, with 
 lolemn ſteps. 


i 
We ſaluted him in the moſt re- 
ſpectful manner. He ſeemed, at 
firſt ſight, rather ſtruck with amaze- 
ment; but at length, reaſuming his 
former compoſure, ſaid, My dear 
children, what dire misfortune drove 
you hither : = 


We gave him a ſhort ſketch. of 
the Captain's behaviour to us. The 
venerable old gentleman appeared 
ſenſibly touched with our misfor- 
tunes: then taken each of us 18 
the hand, laid, 


© Come with my child ren, 
and Che of 43 pole your vir- 
tues ſo juſtly claim, till fortune 
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once more fmiles upon you, and fur- 


niſhes you with an opportunity of 


returning to yeur native ifle ; accept 


this offer from a friendly hand, al- 


though my dwelling is mean, the 


whole it now contains is entirely at 
your command. 4 


With tears "of F e we fol- 
lowed his friendly ſteps; he led us 


to the hermitage, which was about 
a quarter of a mile diſtant from the 
ſpot. 


Upon our arrival he welcomed us 


to his humble cottage. Here, ſaid 


he, in this cavern I have all that na- 


ture requires, and you will not ex- 


pect delicacies ina hermit” 8 cell.“ 


Alter partaking of ſome refreſh- 


ment, we were at leiſure to view 


G2 
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the neatneſs and regularity of the 
place. It was compoſed of wood, 
and curiouſly interwove with bran- 
ches from the growing ſhrubs; the 
t. p thereof embowered with neigh- 
bouring palms, through which there 
ran a general uniform murmer, ſuch 


as compoſes the ns for penſive 
meditation. 


It conſis of ſeveral apartments, 
each appropriated to their different 
ules : he contrived a ſeperate apart- 
ment for me to fleep in, while him- 
ſelf and Theodore took their repoſe | 
together. 


We did not omit returning thanks 
to the Almighty, whoſe ſheltering 
hand vouchſated to lead us to this ru- 
ral ſpot, ſurrounded with peace and 
happineis; where innocence may 
dwell unmoleſtel, and the tranquil 
breaft know 1,0 diimav, 
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On the approaching morn we found 
ourſelves much refreſhed, and the 
generous hermit ſpared no pains to 


render every thing as agreeable as 


the ſituation would admit. 


After breakfaſt he entreated us 
to accompany him to the water ſide, 


by way of amuſement, while ke pro- 
cured us a diſh of fiſh for dinner. 
It was a molt delightful ſituation 
and worthy of ſuperior viſitors. The 


walk wagg rural and romantic; 


every thing ſeemed formed by na- 
ture, that was curious to the be- 
holder. ans 


After a few hcurs [bent in the 


manner above-mentioned, we re- 
turned. to the hermitage, where we 


regaled ourſelves upon the fruits of 


our labour; afterwards the good old 
gentleman gave us a moſt inſtruct. 
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tive and entertaining hiſtory of his 
own life. 


© ] have, ſaid he, lived in this 


. of ſolitude upwards of thirty 
years, yet I have no deſire that my 


example ſhould gain imitators. In 
my youthful days, I travelled to diſ- 


tant parts; my companions were 


like myſelf, full of vanity; my time 


was ſpent in a ſacceſſion of thoſe 


enjoyments which ſoon nauſeate and 
cloy : at length I grew weary and 
diſguſted; the mirth in which my 
gay companions chiefly delighted in, 
appeared to me without images ; 


there laughter without motive, there 
pleaſures without ſatisfaction: in a 


word, they appeared groſs and ſen- 
ſual, void of that felicity which 


alone can render life happy and ſup- 


portable through its various viciſh- 
tudes. I looked : upon it as unſuit- 


e 
able to a reaſonable being, and 
acting without a plan. 


At length I formed a reſolution 
of quitting their company ; but not 
without warning and remonſtrance : 
I have, ſaid I, my worthy friends, 
conſidered our manners, and our 
proſpects, and find we have miſta- 
ken our own intereſts: the firſt 
years of man ought to be employed 
in making proviſion for the laſt: to 
be void of thought, is to void of 
wiſdom ; and perpetual levity muſt 
inevitably end in 1gnorance ; though 
it fires the man for a moment, it 
contributes towards makog life ſhort 
and miſerable. 


* One e imagine, aid they 
N you were a teacher of morality ; Fou 
ſeem to diſcourſe like the philoſo- : 
phers of old: but notwithſtanding all 


XR 
my reaſoning, they could not be 
perſuaded to quit their bottle and 
their friend. 


«© After ridiculing me in the moſt 
| ſevere terms, for my pretended ſane- 
tity, as they called it, they drove me 
away by a general chorus of con- 
tinued laughter. Conſeious of the 
juſineſs of my ſentiments, I bore it 
all with patience and reſignation. 


„ Fully convinced of my former 
errors, | was now, like the prodigal 
in the goſpel, reſolve to return to 
my father's houſe : who received me 
with open arms, and bid me welcome 
to his habitation. 


My fon, fa he, you are ſenfi- 
ble of the many favours TI have, at 
ſundry* times, beſtowed upon you, 
which, together with the education 


you have received, were ſufficient to 
have raiſed your fortune in the world; 
inſtead of which, you have ſquander- 
ed it all away; your learning, indeed, 
now ſerves as a memento, to convince 
you of your folly; I am proud 8 
think you have turned it to a proper 
uſe, and be aſſured your diligence 
| ſhall not go unrewarded.,” Then 
counting me down a thouſand crowns, 
LO Here, ſaid he, take this as a (mall 
gift; it is your own, either to waſte 
or improve, as you think proper. 
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« If continued he, you manage 
your affairs with prudence and - 
nomy, I may ſtill add to your flore ; 
if on the contrary, you mult not ex- 
pet any further ſupplies from me du- 
ring my life- time : '? he perſuaded 
me to trade in a commereial line of 
| buſineſs, 


8 
« After ſome time, finding my 
| ſock rather upon the decreaſe, I 
was determined upon trying my for- 
tune at ſea * accordingly, I repaired 
to the maſter of a trading, veſſel, 
with whom l was intimately acquaint- 
ed, and agreed with him for Oy paſ-- 
fage. 


« It was a matter of indifference. 
to me what country he was bound 
for: I was determined to gratify my 
. by drinking at the fountain of 
knowledge, to quench the thirſt of 
euriolity. It was ſufficient for me, 
wherever I wandered, I ſhould ſee a 
country 1 had not ſeen before, and, be- 
come acquainted with the manners, 
learning and cuſtoms of foreign na- 
tions. = 


„ The ſhip was bound for Eng- 
land. The lirlt part of the voyage 
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4 looked upon with rlaafog ſatisfac- 
tion, my ſoul ſeemed enlarged with 


the boundleſs proſpects that appeared 


to my view. I conceived myſelf at 


onee poſſeſſed of that ſuperior degree of 


happineſs which admits of no ſatiety. 


« I amuſed myſelf, while on board 


practiſing the art of navigation ; ne- 


vertheleſs, I ſoon grew weary of it, 
and finding my little ſtoek ſtill upon 
the deeline, I thought it prudent to 


form ſome ſcheme or r other by way_ of 
improving it. 


„We ſoon arrived in the city of 


London; were I became acquainted 
with ſeveral capital merchants, one 
of whom 1 agreed with, and we 
joined our little ſtocks together Y 


we made a voyage to the Indies, 
where I had a fair opportunity of 
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remarking the different characters 
and manners of the people, and of 
tracing human nature throughout all 
her variations. 


«© By this time, I became a little 
more acquainted with man and things, 
and on taking a minute ſurvey of my 
ſtock in trade, could perceive that 

my profits were inadequate to the va- 
_ rious ſums laid out. 


I ͤſoon diſcovered by what means 
it had happened, for my partner be- 
ing a better judge of things than my- 
ſelf, had not failed to take the advan- 
tage of me. We immediately eſti- 
mated our tiock, and dividing to each 
other his proper ſhare, dilſolved our 
acquaintance. 


„ continued trading to various 
parts, for the hace of fix or f:ven 


years, during which time? I had ae- 
quired ſome wealth: finding 13Y eir- 

cumſtances in a flouriſhing ftate, 1 
began to turn my mind upon Italy, 
my native country. 


« J never heard the leaſt tidings 
of my partner afterwards, and whit 
became of him I know not. My 
father was now far advanced ir 

years, and by ſome means I gained 
intelligence of his being almolt 85 
on the decline of life, I therefore 
came to a reſolution of diffoling of 
all my effects and returning to Italy, 
where I might live comfortably upon 


the product ariſing from my little 
ſtock. 


TE: At length after a very agree - 
able paſſage of four months, | Was 


ſafely landed, once more, upon my 


. native ſoll. : 
dk 5 11. | H 


8 

e found, upon enquiry, that my 
honoured father was no more, hav- 
ing been dead upwards of eighteen 
months : as it was no more than 
What } expected, the ſhock was not 
to great. He had left me all that 
he poſſ-Ted, which was very conſi- 
derable: I was at once, become one 
of the richeſt men in Italy. 


0 1 now begen to think of ſet- 
tling for life, and by entering into 
. matrimony with ſome amiable and 
agreeadb'e companion, thereby ren- 
dering the latter part of my days more 


angst to me than the begin 
ning. 


1 --A# length, my eyes were ge 
upon the object 1 deſired; indeed, 
ſhe appeared a moſt amiable cha- 
 racter, and I began to imagine my- 
ſelf at the ſummit of all my wiſhes ; i 


T9 
but alas! how. deceitful and tranſi- 
tory are all ſublunary things; her. 
_ extravagance was unhounded ; ſhe 
was eager in the purſuit of vanity 
and pleaſures. I ſtrove, by every 
gentle means, to convinee her of her 
error, but in vain ; ſhe ſtill purſued 
it with a greater vehemence; in 
ſhort, though very opulent, I foon 
found my eircumſt ances upon the 
decline. 


I was unwilling to reſide any 
longer in my own country, being 
unable to ſupport my former digni- 
ty; my wife had promiſed to reform 
her manners, and I was in hopes 
that our removal from a 4% wh 
where ſhe had intermingled with the 
_ gayeſt in high life, might be the 
means of reducing her to a ſtate of 
prudence and Economy. 


11 2 
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„ Accordingly, a French gentle - 
man of my acquaintance, ſtrongly en- 
treated me to embark with him for 
France: all things being agreed upon, 
we ſet fail the firſt ſair wind: my 
wife was very ſea-fick, it being the 
firſt voyage ſhe ever undertook. 


all Upon our arrival at Paris, we 
took a lodging till we could otherwiſe 
provide outlelyes, 


© Indeed, my friend had a houſe 
not far diflant from the city, and gave - 
us an invitation to come and jreſide 
there for ſome time, as it wighede 
the means of eſtabliſhing my wife's 
health. We accepted bis kind offer, 
and at firſt the freſh air ſeemed to b2 
of the greateſt utility to her; but in 
a ſhort time, her diſorder returned 


upon her with more violence, and ſhe 
died ſoon afterwards. _ , 
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Some time after her interment 

my mind became entirely fixed upon 
ſolitude : for that purpoſe I retired to 
this diſtant ſpot you now ſee me in; 
where Jam at leiſure to reflect upon 
the various viciſſitudes I have under- 


gone, and as an elegant writer juſtly 
ents 


* It is here we may view what 
variety and magnificence there is in 
the heavenly: bodies; what ſteady 
return of day and night, of ſummer 
and winter, If theſe bleſiings were 
not certain; if they could not be 
depended upon; if we received them 
at unexpected intervals, and the 
time of their arrival was unknown, 
what diſappointment and anxiety 
muſt we live under; if the ſun 
ſhould not riſe for a week, nor 
turn at the tropies. How would 
mortals be perplexed at the acci- 

1 3 
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dent: how richly are the ſeas and 
rivers ſtocked with proviſions! how 
commodiouſly prepared ſor com- 
merce! what diverſity of proſpects 
have we m fields and foreſts! what 
plenty of increaſe! Who can for- 
bear admiring the uſe and luſtre of 
metals! The medieines in plants 
and minerals! How pleaſant a land- 
ſcape does the ſpring afford! How 
is nature re-inforced and, refreſhed, 
and the face of the earth renewed 
every year! How are the ſenſes re- 
galed with the verdure of trees, with 
the muſic of birds, and the beauty 

and perfume of flowers!” 


« Indeed, my worthy viſitors, I 
can truly ſay, that during the vaſt 
number of years I have reſided up- 
on this ſpot, that Providence has 
treated me very kindly; my wants 
are all ſupplied in a ſuperabundant 
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manner, otherwiſe it would be out 
of my power to accommodate ſtran- 
gers like unto yourſelves; but hav- 
ing it in my pewer, I do it with a 
pleaſing ſatisfaction, and crave no 
other reward than the bleſſing of the 
Almighty, in whole providence I put 
my truſt, and by whoſe liberal bounty 
I am fed. The = 


3 But | am apprehenſive that my 
narrative has almoſt tired your pa- 
tience, therefore ſhall wave it for 
the preſent, and give you a farther 
ſketch of it at ſome future oppor- 


bs tunity.“ 


Indeed, Sir, replied Grenville, 
your little hittory is both agreeable 
and entertaining. 1 am enraptured 
with your diſcourſe, and could 
freely ſit till a late hour, and lend 
an attentive ear to every thing you 
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relate, by reaſon it is the language 
of a ſage, whoſe venerable counte- 
nance. and hoary head beſpeak his 
wiſdom; it is the experience of years 
3 that convinces mankind.of their folly. 


"46 But TY 3 is that potfon 
wo can attend to the voice of reaſon 
and ſhun the rock and ſhoals on which 
ſo many ſplit, 


Good God! what an incongru- 
ous animal is man! how unſettled in 
the beſt part of his ſoul, and how 
changeable in the frame of his body 
the conſtancy of the one ſhook by 
every motion; the temperament of 
the other, effefted by every blaſt of 
wind. What is he altogether, but 
one mighty inconſiſtency! ſickneſs 
and paig is the lot of one half of him”; 
doubt and lear the Portion of the | 


Fp . n ̃ A:! not vw ae ms 


other. What a buſtle we make a- 
bout ſpending our time, when all our 
ſpace is but a point! what aim and 
ambition is crouded into this little 


ſpace of our life, which as Shake- 
ſpare finely words it, 


de Is rounded with a ſleep. ”? 


—y My worthy ſon, ſaid the Her- 
I muſt freely confeſs, that I 
Ng aot ſeen your equal ſince I took 
up my reſidence upon this rural ſpot, 
notwithſtanding I have had many vi- 
ſitors, and from different parts ; but 
you ſeem to have a taſte for know- 
ledge, which in the end will prove a 
ſure foundation to your future happi- 
neſs. 


« And your amiable partner muſt 
be ſupremely happy in the converſa- 
tion of a perſon, whoſe thirſt after 
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knowledge is as unbounded as the 
ocean. . 


A good taſte is the heightener 
of every ſcience, and the poliſh of 
every virtue; it is the friend to ſociety 
and the guide to knowledge; it is the 
improvement of pleaſure, and the telt 
of merit. By this we enlarge the 
_ericle of enjoyment, and refine upon 
happineſs. It enables us to diſtinguiſh 
beauty wherever we find it, and de- 
tect errors in all its diſguiſes. It obli- 
ges us to behave with decency and 
elegance, and quickens our attention 
to thñe good qualities of others. In a 
word, it is the aſſemblage of all pro- 
priety, and the centre of all that is 
amiable. 


Now, my children, ſaid. the 


3 ſage, it may nat be amiſs to 
take a rural walk, it will che ron gut 
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appetites. and cauſe refreſhment to 
ſeem the ſweeter to us: beſides, you 
have not as yet had a full view of all 
my dominions.“ 


He then led us to his little planta- 


tion, as he called it, and a moſt de- 
lightful ſpot it was. The road there- 
to was cloſe by the ſide of a little ri- 
vulet, . whoſe purling rills eauſed a 


pleaſant murmer, and whoſe ibanks 
were edged with green verdure; the 
little finny tribe leaping and playing 


in the water, and the feathered ſong- 
ſters fly ing ſrom tree to tree, and 


ſpray to ſpray, tuning forth their moſt 


melodious notes, 


5 FO A Cmall ; Gli. was a moſt 


beautiful garden, raiſed by his own 


hand, and flored with every thing 


that was beautiful to lhe * and 


pleaſant to the taſte. 
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[ eould not help remarking to 

Theodore, that nothing had ever 
ſeen was equal to it, except it was 
the Cottage of Content, He was 
alſo of the ſame opinion. OO 


25 Hare, ſaid the good old gentle - 
man, you may regale yourſelves with 
fruit of almoſt every kid, and when 

Jour inelination lead you, - aſk no 
queſtions, but freely pluck and eat; 
and while you remain upon this little 

ſpot of land, endeavour to make life 


as comfortable as poffible; for (added - 


he) were I poſſeſſed of all: the riches 
of the eaſt, it would not be half ſo 
ſatisfactory to me as this retired and 
rural habitation'; thirty years reſidenee 
upon it has rendered it natural to me, 
and where Ito remove from hence, 
it might not be ſo agreeable to my 
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health, and probably might ſhorten 
my days.” 
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Alas! Sir, ſalc Grenville, it 15 
a pitv your days ſhould | e ſhortened 
on any account; your hoſpitality 1s 
unequalled, and where would ſtran— 
gers, like ourſelves in diſtreſs, meet 
with another to ſupply their wants in 
that ſtee and ample manner that. we 
have now experienced? 


Phe riches of the greateſt mo- 
. of the eaſt, as you have juſtly 
obſerved, are of little uſe if miſap- 
plied. But you, out of the abun- 
dance of your little ſtore, ſupply the 
weary traveller with wholeſome food), 
cheer his drooping ſpirits, and enable 
him to purſue his journey Wee 
he ſees a proper opportunity.” 

VOL. 11. N 


«© My ſon, ſaid the Hermit, how 
happy ſhould I think myſelf in a con» 
tant enjoyment of your company; it 
would beguile the dull hours, as it 
were, and make time paſs away im- 
preceptibly : and although I muſt 
confeſs I have no defire for the noiſe 
and buſtle of the metropolis, yet a 
focial companion, like vourlelf, would 
render life more pleaſant and ſupport- 
able.“ 


We continued at the hermitage 
about two months, and could not 
meet with any veſſel that was bound 
for England. Theodore frequently 
viſited the ſea-ſide, in order to dilj- 
Lover one, if poſſible, wherein we 
might take our paſſage. EY 


At length he was fo fortunate as 
to ſucceed; he ſaw one at a dilianee ; 
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he gave a ſignal, and the Captain 
ſent out a boat. We found they were 
bound for England; we agreed for 


our paſſage, and all things were 


ſettled for our departure. 


But the greateſt hardſhip now was 
that of he with our worthy be- 


nefactor. He was exceedingly con- 


cerned for us, and unwilling to diſ— 
miſs us; indeed he could not for- 


bear weeping, and we alſo dropped A 
friendly parting tear. 


Aiter recovering himſelf a little, 
he took us both by the hand. Oh! 
ſaid he, thou God of all mercies, for 


once let me beſeech these to bend 
thine ear towards a ſinſul mortal, 


and deign to hear his prayer, ia behalf 


of theſe thy fellow crea tures; grant 
12 n 


1 
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them a laſe and eaſy paſſage to their 
native land; it is thou alone canſt ſtill. 
the raging ſeas, and forbid the winds 
to blow : take them under the ſhelter 
of thy wing, protect their innocence, 
and ſhield their virtue: then ſhall 
they found forth thy praiſe, and keep 
thy ſtatutes,” 


0h e I, thou moſt ami- 
able ſaint, thou man after God's own. 
heart; ſhall I not remember thy 
friendſhip, and admire thy hoſpitali- 
ty! I will ſpeak of it in all parts of 
the earth, wherever it may pleaſe 
Providence to eall me, and whom I 1 
alſo beſeech to guard and protect 
thee, to the lateſt period of thy 
life.” Ee 


+. n ile likewiſe took a ſinal leave 
of the venerable on mall, | 
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ee Sir, fd: he, it is out of my 
power to find words ſafficient to 
found forth your praile ; ; therefore 
my prayer is, that the God of all 
comforts may infinitely reward you, 
far beyond what 1s in the A ot 


finite beings to beſtow. *? Then 
faluting each other, we parted, Pere 
"URYGA for ever. 


With gratitude we left him and his 
happy dwelling. He conducted us 
to the . water-ſide, and, when on 
board, we waved our handkercheifs 
towards each other as far as the naked 
eye could perceive, till at length we 
loſt ſight of the venerable ſage. 


; Immediately a moſt ſtriking cir- 
ceumttance took place: 1 thought 1 
heard a voice on board the ſhip that 
| muſt be intimately acquainted with. 

he os 


3 
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On entering the cabbin, my eyes 
were fixed upon the object: but judge 
my ſurpriſe, when I inform you it 
was my brother Alfred. Alas! I. 
flew to him, and, embracing each 
other, we mingled our tears together. 
The ſurpriſe was ſo great as to deprive 
me of the power of ſpeech; indeed 
I did juſt utter the word ALFRED! 
and then fainted away, While he ſtood 
like a ſtatue, gazing upon me with a 
tranſport of fondneſs and brotherly 
affection, that did honour to his 
feelings. DE 


_ Grenville was buſily employed in 
rubbing my temples with a little 
| hartſhorn. Alfred perceiving me re- 
cover, was impatient to ſpeak, for 


| he ſcarcely could imagine. what he 
| to be perlect. 
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At lenght, ſaid he, © My deareft 
ſiſter, is it poſſible, is it my amiable 
Priſcilla that I behold, or is it but a 
dream de 


by Yes, replied I. my worthy Alfred, 
my deareſt brother, this is your long 
Toft Priſcilla, and her faithful Theo- 
dore. As ſoon as my fainting ſpirits 


will admit, I will give you a true and 


genuine account of every thing that 


has occured ſince my departure from 


my mother's houſe.” 


He begged me to omit it till a 


future opportunity. 1 introduced 


Grenville to bim, and gave him to 
underſtand who he was. Ile ſeemed 


F- highly pleaſed with my choice, 


hoping the time was not far diſtant, 
when our nuptials would be celebra- 
ted to he great joy and ein ion of 
both Parties. 
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Alfred and Theodore ſoon. became 
nutually. partial to each other. Alfred 
took the «&arlieſt. opportunity of in- 
forming us that he had been in ſeareh 
after me for ſome time, but could not 
gain the leaſt intelligence concerning 
me; but, added he, Providence 
has been very kind in reſtoring you 
once more to a dilgon ſolate brother.“ 


. Alas, cad x; my deareſt Alfie, : 
how tranſcendently happy am I in 
the enjoyment of your ſweet _—_ | 
ny.; it, in ſome meaſure, helps to 
alleviate my otber misfortunes, and 
whiſpers to me how Juft Providence 
is in all its s diſpenſations. 


e we, _ that e Wiliaine 
Douglaſs was arreſted ſor a debt of 
five thouſand PRwngs; that his ellates 


N 
were all deeply mortgaged, and he 
himſelf, was a priſoner in the King's 
Bench. 


„ Juſt heaven! ſaid I, is this the 
fate of that perſon, who has been the 


chief cauſe of my being confined 
within the walls of a convent, be- 
cauſe 1 refuſed to be joined with him 


in matrimony! if ſuch a thing had 
taken place, the remainder of my 


days muſt have been miſerable.“ 


* Mrs. Clutterbuck, the houſe- 


keeper, he informed me, had ſaved 
a ſmall competency , ſufficient to live 
upon. That Oir William's eldeſt 
daughter was confined in a mad- 
houſe, and the other married to * 


e officer. 


My mother; ſaid Alfred, is to- 
POT unacquainted with the voyage 
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- I have now taken on your account, 
though I doubt not but ſhe has heard 
of your eſcape from the convent by 
this time. She imagined I was going 
upon a viſit into Oxfordſhire, from 
whenee I had an invitation ſome time 

ago. . e 


« T could wiſh a reconciliation to 
take place between you, ſaid Alfred, 
that all ſamily diſcerd may ceſs; ! 
doubt not, ſaid he, but what I could 
bring things about, and it migkt 

prove advantageous to you in fu- 
ture.” 


To which I replied, that he had 
my free conſent to act as he pleaſed; 
that if my mother was any ways de- 
firous of it, it was certainly my duty 

to comply, and I ſhould think 
myſelf happy in being reconciled to 
ſo near a perſon as that of a parent. 
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le promiſed to uſe every means in 
his power when he returned home 


again. 


At length, we arrived ſafe once 
more on Engliſn ground, and being 


_ impatient for a ſight of the Cottage, 
at my requeſt they rode poſt till we 
arrived at the raral manſion. 


They received us with that pa- 
rental fondneſs which ever marked 


their eonduct. Mrs. Grenville flew 
to me with open arms, crying, 


«Alas! my dear Priſcilla, I thought 
I had loft you for ever; welcome, 
thrice welcome to our humble Cot- 
tage, with your faithful "Theodore ; 
but pray, what ſtranger is that?“ 
meaning my brother. informed 


her who he was, and by What means 
he had found me. 
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„Sir, ſaid ſhe, I am happy to 
have a fight of any perſon ſo nearly 
allied to Miſs Moreton as yourſelf, 
and ſhall eſteem it a ſingular favour 
confered upon us, if you would con- 
deſcend to ſtop at our rural habitation 


for at leaſt a few days, or a week 


longer, that we may rejoice together 
at the happy arrival ot. your amiable 
liſter, and her faithful Theodore.” 


He tara bir bio mot greatful 
thanks, and accepted the invitation. 
Mr. Grenville was not wanting in in- 
treating Alfred to pond. a jew days 
at the Cottage. 


We now began to experience that 
tranquility of mind which is ever 
to be found where good nature 
reigns trinmphant. Alfred ſoon 
became acquainted with the family, 
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and returned them his wermeſt thanks 


for their parental care over me, hop- 


ing it might be in his power one day 
or other to make a grateful return. 


T gave them a minute account of 
every thing that had tranſpired 


during ſo many months abſenee ; 
they were ſenſibly touched with my 
misfortunes, and wiſhed me now 


to bury them all in oblivion, hoping 


an alliance with Theodore won 


ſully recompence me for all my 


former adverſities. 


I informed them of the deſire 1 
entertained of being reconciled to my 


mother, and that my brother had 
undertook to bring it about, provi- 


ded our nuptials could be delayed 
a ſhort time longer, when, perad- 
venture, my mother might make 

vol. II. * 
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ene amongſt us; they readily aſſent- 
ed, and Alfred ſet off upon the in- 
tended bulineſs, promiſing to return 
again, ſoon as poſlible. 


Two days had now elapſed ; on 
the third, I certainly expected either 
ro ſee or hear from him ; accordingly, 

as I was taking a penſive walk in the 
garden, the maid- ſervant brought a 

letter to me that was juſt arrived by 
the poſt; upon perusing the contents, 


1 found it was from my mother, and 
Was as follows: 


bx Dear Child, 

e Your brother informs me of 
your intended marriage, with young 
Mr. Grenville, and, as you are of 
that dutitul turn of mind to acquaint 5 
me therewith, I wall overlook every _ 
palt jault, even that of Your. eſcape i 
om the convent: he gives me an 
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excellent character of the Grenville 
family, and I am happy to think you 


are going to form lo reſpectable an 
alliance. 


1 could wiſh to ſee you in per- 
ſon, having ſomething of importance 
to communicate, for which purpoſe 
1 could wiſh you to ſet out to-morrow 
morning; I ſhall be at your couſin 
_ Chandler's, ready to receive you; after 
which, your brother and myſelf will 
accompany you to the Cottage, where 
1 hope to ſee all things ſettled to your 
ſatisfaction ; nothing ſhall be wanting 
con my part, towards promoting your 
ſuture happineſs: do not fail com- 
ing; give my belt reſpects to all the 
worthy family, and ſhall ſubſcribe 
myſelf your tender and alfeclion ate 
mother, 


I. At 0 RE TON. 


KR 1 
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I muſt confeſs the peruſal of this 
letter La ſome ſatisfaction; and 
that a reeonciliation was nigh at 

"ry | communicated it to Mr. 
and Mrs, Grenville; they adviſed 
me to comply with it. I ſet out the 
next morning; Theodore accompa- 
nied me part of the way, in hopes of 
a ſpecdy return, when all things 
would be ſettled to the ſatisfaction 5 
of cach party. 


On my arrival at my couſins, 1 


ſound my mother in waiting; we | 


very affectionately embraced each 
other, not without tears on both 
files: ſhe had no objection to my 
intended marriage, and after a deal 
of parental fondneſs, was deſirous 
of accompany ing me to the Cottage, 
where ſhe ſhould take the opportu- 


nity of ſettling ſomething upon me, 


previous to our marriage, Which 1 
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had hitherto been deprived ol. 8e 
ordered a Polt - -chaiſe to the door the 
ſame evening, in order to convey us 
to. the an 
1 thought it rather ſtrange to ſet 
out ſo late in the evening, but the 
reaſon ſhe aſſigned was, that having 
ſome bulineſs of importance to tranſ- 
act at her return home, there was no 
time to be loft, 


Imagining it all authentic, I made 
myſelf happy. It was agreed for 
Mr. Chandler to go with us, as it 
would be but a little out of our way 
to ſet him down at a [riend's houſe 
he wanted to eat at, 


: She -olifred ſomething to the 
driver, which I could not under- 
ſtand. Having travelled eight or 
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ten miles, I conceived we were not 
in the direct road; my mother re- 
plied, the ſuppoſed the driver had 
made a miſtake ; upon inquiry, he 
| anſwered he was right; but in the 
ſpace of one hour more, he ſeemed 
diſpleaſed with his journey; adding, 
it was impoſſible to find ſuch a croſs 
road in the dark, My mother adviſed 
him to ſtop at the firſt inn upon the 
road, where he thought we could 
have freſh poſt- - horſes in the morn- 
ing, Which he complied with, 


Upon our arrival at the inn, ſhe 
ordered ſupper, which we partook 
of; after which we retired to reſt; 
my mother and I flept together, 
and Mr. Chandler in an adjacent 


| room, who, ſhe informed me, was 


to be ſet down when we came a ſew 
miles farther upon the road the next 


mor nt: 
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We proceeded on our journey 
early the next morning, when, hav- 
ing travelled about three hours, I 
made inquiry if the driver had not 


again miſtaken the road. FS No, re- 


plied ſhe, you will ſoon find yourſelf 
_ nearer to the Cottage than Fo 
imagine.“ 5 


At that n x4 was ſeized with 


a tremour, which I could no ways 
be accoun table for, fearing I ſhould 
never come to the end of my Pilgri- . 


mage every mile * ten. 


I now began to imagine ſome plot 


was formed againſt me, intimating 
as much to my mother; but ſhe 


aſſured me to the contrary : however, 


1 ſoon. found my conjectures were not 
| il founded; lor 1 was taken upw ards 
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of one hundred miles down the 
country, conveyed to a diſtant re- 
lation of Mr. Chandler's, whoſe 
name was Roberts, and cloſely con- 
fined in a ſmall apartment ; laying. 
a ſtrict charge upon her, not to 
ſuffer any perſon to have acceſs to” 
me; I was likewiſe denied the 
ule of PS; ink, and paper. 


I now K to medita te upon 
my preſent diſagreeable ſituation, 
counting myſelf highly blameable 
in liſtening to the advice of a mother, 
whole chiefeſt W was always 
5 bent upon my ruin. 


Ab! faid J, to myſelf, my dear- 
eſt Grenville, did By you but know 
5 my wr etched ; G IFN tion, at inge | [ 
am once more ſecluded from ſo- 


e 
ciely, as it were, you would not fail 
to ſearch the univerſe, and reſcue me 
from the diſagreeable confinement 
under which I now labour. Alas! 
my faithful Theodore, may you for 


ever be inſenſible of thoſe ſorrows 
which now ſurround me.” 


Several weeks had now elapſed 
finee my confinement in this deſert 

part of the country; having commu- 
nication with none, except the perſon 
employed to bring me proviſions, of 
whom, if I enquired concerning any 
thing, [ received but very indifferent 
| anſwers. Once, indeed, ſhe told me 
that, perhaps, I might top there as 
long as I lived ; or that I might be 
releaſed ſooner, juſt as it happened; 
but poor creature, ſhe was very ig- 


norant, and totally unacquainted with 
the nature of things, 


EN earthly comfort; nor did I ever 


I laboured under was of a more 
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Death, I ſhould have counted a 
bleſſing to my preſent diſagreeable 
eonfinement ; ſequeſtered, as it were 
from ſociety, and bereft of every 


think, till now, that any temporal 
trouble could ſo far diſcompoſe, or 
diſ-ſpirit my ſoul, But the grief 


malignant kind than may at fiſt 
be imagined; penetrating to the in- 
moſt receſſes of the heart, and de- 
priving the foul of that reaſon, 
which alone can adminiſter relief 
to the deſponding faculties. 


At length, taking a more minute 
ſurvey of my misfortunes, and col- 
jeeling all my powers, I came to the 
reſolution of forming ſome ſcheme or 
other tor my deliver? ance, | 


„ 
Indeed, upon reflection, reaſon 
whiſpered to me that God was wiſe, 

and juſt in all his diſpenſations; that, 
by my preſent confinement, I might 


either obtain a greater good, or avoid 
a greater evil; that poſlible there 
aN be ſome unmortified paſſion in 

the poiſon of which could not 


m expelled by a leſs ſevere antidote. 


Surely, ſaid I, God is not ſo unſkilful 
a phyſician as to admiaiſter the bitter 


cup, without firſt mingling the ingre- 


dients, in a proportionable degree to 
the ſtrength of the patient, as well 


as the diſeaſe. 


While | 1 was thus eontemplating 
myſelf, a ſudden: thought entered 


my mind, which, in ſome meaſure, 
helped towards faci'ititing my eſ- 


aper as the reader will under 
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| fand by the peruſal of the following | 
Pages. 


Having occaſion to look into a 
ſmall memorandom-book which I 
| bad in my pocket, I found a peneil 
and a flip of writing-paper, on Whieh 
I dictated the following lines, and 
gave them to the firſt decent: looking 
man that — by * WindowW. 


0 Worthy Stranger, 


1 © Whoever thou art, take pity on 
a poor diſtreſſed female, by doing 

me the kindneſs of conveying to 

me: pen, ink, and paper, the uſe of 
. which I am now deprived of, during 
my preſent confinement, by the 
orders of a cruel mother: you will 
find a crown piece incloſed, out of 
which buy the above mentioned ar— 
ticles: beg you will keep the ehange, 
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* On your return, I will let down 
a ſmall band- box, to receive them, 
and muſt requeſt you to call on me 
again in two hours time, to convey 
a letter for me to the poſt; I ſhall 
wait your return. Pray be earefu! 
that no one ſees you, and your dili— 
gence and fidelity ſhall not go un- 
rewarded, by the perſon who now 
has this favourable opportunity of 
Subſcribing herſelf, 
5 Sir, 
your moſt diſtreſſed tt end, 
A Stranger. 


P. S. Upon your return, pleaſe 
to give me your addreſs upon a bit 
of paper, and your generoſity ſhall 
not 50 unrew arded. 2255 


He returned in a ſhort time 
having provided me with every ne- 
ceſſary article, together with his 
Yo ro 3 
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addreſs encloſed, and ene to 


return at the time appointed, 
convey my letter. 


tha the mean time I wrote to the 
following 2 


cc My deareſ Grenville, 
„ Your ever faithful Priſeilla 
now embraces this fzvourabie oppur= 
tunity of acquainting you, that ſhe 
18 once more under confinement, 
by the inventions of a eruel and 
vindictive mother, 


% Pray uſe your utmoſt efforts 
to extticate me. The firanger to 
hom | refer you will ſoon accom- 
Piny you to the place of my confine- 
ment, and to whoſe generoſity 1 am 
indebted, for enabling me to give 
you this ſhort ſketch of my preſent 
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misfortunes, and ſtill believe me 


unalterably yours, 


PRISCILLA MORETON.” 


The ſtranger was punctual to his 
time. I conveyed the letter to him 


in the ſame manner before de- 


ſeribed. He likewiſe returned me 
a few lines, with the band- box, ex- 
preſſive of the wiſhes he entertain- 


ed for my enlargement; at the ſame _ 


time , ſignifying his fidelity might 
be depended upon, provided any 
perſon. ſhould call upon him, hav= 
ing proper inſtructions from my— 


felf. 


Accordingly, on the evening of 
the third day following, I perceived 


from my window a perſon at ſome 
diſtance, but could not difiinguiſh 
who it was; preſently I faw another 
in company with the former, and; 
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on a nearer approach, pereeived it 
was my ever faithful Theodore, 


accompanied by the faithful ſtran- 
ger. 


He made ſigns to Grenville that 
he ſaw me at the window, upon 
which the other drew back, as if 
fearful of a diſcovery, at the ſame. 
time delivering a letter into his 
hands, which the other, by degrees, 
drew near with in the moſt careful 
manner. 


UD pon which I ſoon let down my 
box, and raving got poſſe ſſion, 
ſoon peruſed the contents, which 
e 48 lollows : DE Os 1 5 


10 My dear Priſeilla, 
© Words eannot deſcribe the anx- 
_ iety of mind 1 felt, upon neither 
ſeeing nor hearing from you ; but 
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upon the receipt of your letter it 
foon vaniſhed away, and | became a 
new ereature. Illilneſs had con- 
fined me to my bed, but a letter 
from my beloved Priſcilla ſoon en- 
livened all my powers, and at once 
performed that cure which would 
have baffled all the eſculapian tribe. 
But Providence orders all things 
for the beſt, and is laviſh of ;her 
bounties, upon the deſerving part 
of the creation. 


© The honeſt ftranger, my pre- 
fent conductor, whoſe cottage 1 
have juſt viſited, keeps a ſmall farm 
about one mile diſtant from the 
place of your conſinement; has a 
wife and feven final: children, which 
he, with difficulty provides for, be- 
ing, as he informs me, ſomething 
behind- hank with! is lam! Lord, 
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% However, we have concerted 2 
ſcheme for your eſcape, which we 
ſhall put into execution this night, 
about the hours of twelve or one 
o'clock, by means of a ladder we 
ſhall make uſe of on the occaſion ; 
beg you will pack up every thing, 
and be in readineſs at the time ap- 
| pointed. 1 

And ſhall ſubſeribe myſelf 

without flattery,' 

_ your ever faithful admirer 

Theodore Grenville.” 


I was diligent enough, as you may 
imagine, on my part, and they were 
equally fo on theirs; I thought 
every minute almoſt an hour, till 
the time arrived that was to free 
me from my preſent diſagreeable_ 
confinement, and once more re— 
tore me to the arms of my faithful 
Theodore, 
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They were punQual to their time. 


I Was all attention with my window 
open; the family were ſound aſleep, 


and every thing eonſpired to ren- 
der my efcape complete; they fixed 
the ladder to my window, which, by 


the help of Theodore, 1 ene 


with lafety. 


The raptures we were in upon the 
occaſion is eaſier to be conceived 
than deſcribed. _ 


They conduded me ſafe to the 
farmer's houſe, where his wiſe had 
prepared a bed for my repoſe. 


Mrs. Kimmer, for that was her 
name, behaved in the moſt fri-nd- 


ly and polite manager, which at 


once evineed, ſhe was a perſon of 
a liberal education, however the 
world might now frown u pon her. 
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After partaking of ſome refreſh- 
ment, Grenville. gave them. ſome 
ſhort account of our paſt misfor- 
tunes, which drew tears from their 
eyes. 


After which Mr. Kimmer gave 
us a ſhort ſketch of his, with that 
honeſt frankneſs and fimplicity, 
which always affect the mind, 
though uttered in the moſt plain 
and homely language. 


He informed us that a _ part 


of his ſtoek had been deſtroyed by 


lightening; that he was thereby re- 
duced from a ſtate of affluence to 
penury and want; that he was now 


obligated to diſpoſe of the ſmall re- 


mainder, at a reduced price, to ſa- 
tisfy bis rapacious landlord to whom 
he was now indebted forty pounds 
and upwards, 
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Upon which, Grenville balliddly 
replied, ** Sir, 1 feel for your mil 
fortunes, and enjoy a ſuperior de- 
gree of happineſs, having it in my 
power, in ſom e ſmall degree, to al- 
leviate your woe; then preſenting 
him with twenty gumeas, being all 


he could conveniently ſpare beſides 
defray ing travelling expences, ſay⸗ 


ing, immediately upon my return 


home, I will remit you a farther 
ſam, which ſhall enable you to cul- 


tivate your little farm, with eafe 
and happineſs both to yourſelf and 
thoſe arround you for Providence 
has ſo ordered it, that you ſhould 


be inſtrumental reſtoring Priſ- 
cilla to my arms, 1 that I, in re- 
turn for your ſervices ſhould grate- 


fully return the obligation, by re- 


lealing you out of your preſent trou- 


bles and calamities.“ 
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We now thought of retiring to 
reſt, in hopes that a little ſleep 
might enable us to. purſue our jour- 
ney early in the morning. But 
Theodore choſe. to fit up, and con- 
verſe with Mr, Kimmer, till the 
poſt-chaiſe arrived that was to con- 
vey us to the Cottage of Content. 
When, taking an affectionate leave 
of each other, we parted, and Gren- 
ville promiſed to remit them a far- 
ther fum of money, which he faith- 
fully obſerved at our return home. 


While on our journey, Theodore 
took the opportunity of informing 
me how tranſcendently happy he 
now thought himſelf, ſeeing that 
Providence had once more feſtored 
ine to his arms, in hopes never to 
part again; * for, continued he, 
when robbed of your ſweet com- 
pany, I was robhed of every earthiy 


1 
comfort. My honoured parents were 
alſo inconſolable on your account, 
often wiſhing to ſee the day arrive 
that might join ' us together, never 
more to part from each other. Hea- 
ven, ſaid he, gives me this fore- 
taſte as a pledge of our future hap- 
pineſs.” * | 


1 had taken a fufficient view of his 
heart, never was love more firmly 
eſtabliſhed on the principles of 
honour and virtue: to ſele& one 
inſtance would be doing mjuſtice to 
the reft, all was uniformly great and 
good. 2 


Thus we amuſed each other in 
converſation by the way, frequent- 
ly enlarging upon our future hap- 
pineſs, till ſuch times that we onee 
more arrived at the Cottage of 
Content. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Grenville both. 
embraced us, ſhedding tears of joy, - 
on the occaſion, welcoming us 
to the happy manſion, where peace 
and tranquility are inſeparable 
companions. = : N 1 


As ſoon as opportunity Would 
permit, 1 related my ſad < ſtory to 
them, how and in what manner I 
had heen hurried away, under pre- 
tence that my mother was coming 
with me to the Cottage, in order to 
be preſent at the marriage cere- 
mony ; likewiſe the method I made 
ule of towards accompliſhing my 
eſcape. All which they heard with 
wonder and amazement. 


Now, my dear Miſs Moreton, 
replied they, as Heaven has been 
kind enough once more to reſtore . 
you to each other, it may not be 


125 


amiſs to fix upon a day for the cele- 


bration of your nuptials, when your 


happineſs will be complete, and may 
you experience that felicity which you 


have fo juſtly merited, as a reward for 


your fidelity and virtue. 


Accordingly the time was appoint- 


ea, and my brother Alfred arrived at 


the Cottage a few days previous there- 


to. My mother had kept the matter 
of my confinement a profound ſecret 


from him, promiſing to accompany 
bim to the Cottage, ſoon as ſome 
particular buſineſs was ſettled that 
ſhe had in hand ; but at length find- 
ing her run counter to his wiſhes, and 


 ſuſpeAing ſome miſchief to have | 
taken place, he was determined upon 


returning to the Cottage, where he 


was in hopes of gaining. a full a accoun* 


of the matter. 
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Grenville related the whole tranſ- 
action to him, which he no ſooner 
heard but he ran to and embraced 
me, crying, Oh! my dear ſiſter, 
how ſhall I expreſs my joy? words 
are inadequate to the taſk.” 


Tears ſtopped his farther utter- 
ance ; at lenght recovering himſelf 
a little, he ſpoke to the following 
purport : | "oe . 


« My deareſt Priſcilla, 1 find the 
marriage day is fixed upon, between 


you and Mr. Grenville, and ſhall 


part reluctantly from ſo amiable a 
ſiſter; but when I conſider the 

worthy perſon you are now going 

to join with in matrimony, I am 
perſuaded nothing can be too amiable 
for ſuch a character; hoping no- 
thing will ever more intervene 
to impede that future felicity 
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which you are both ſo juſtly entitled 
to.“ . 


The time was now arrived, and 


every thing prepared for the cele- 
bration of our marriage; we repair- 


ed to a neighbouring church, about 


two miles diſtance; Theodore led me 


to the altar, where the ceremony was 


performed in the preſence of Mr. 
and Mrs. Grenville and my brother 
Alfred. 8 


After the happy union, we re- 
turned to the Cottage, and notwith- 


ſtanding we uſed the utmoſt ſeereey up- 
on the occaſion, we were eſcorted to 


the manſion by great numbers of peo- 
ple, who teſtified their joy by the loud 


_ exelamations of Long life and pro- 


ſperity to the Grenville family,“ in- 
voking the Heavenly powers to pour 
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down their choiceſt bleſſing on the 
happy pair. 


Mir. Grenville ordered à ſufficient 

quantity of liquor to be diſtributed 
to the populous upon the occaſion : 
Theodore, likewiſe, gave fifty pounds 
to the poor of the pariſh; nor did he 


forget, as I before obſerved, to ſend 


a farther ſupply to Mr. Kimmer, the 
worthy farmer; for, inſtead of twen- 
ty, he ſent him fiſty pounds, as a 
reward for his fidelity, promiſing to 
viſit him at his little farm the firſt 
opportunity. 


Thus was every thing mei | 
with the utmoſt joy and feſtivity 
- imaginable: the rich and opulent 
failed not to congratulate us; a plea- 
ſant {mile ſat on every countenance, 
and every thing appeared in its native 
ſplendour. 
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After ſome ſhort time ſpent at 


the Cottage, we once more thought 


of viſiting London, in order to gain 


ſome intelligence concerning Ma- 
dam St. Pierre: for which purpoſe 


we went to her ſiſter's, according 
to the addreſs ſhe once gave at the. 


conven It; 


She immediately accompanied us 
to the Lady, who was, by this time 
wedded to the Italian gentleman 


| ſhe before | mentioned, Her 7 | 
prize was great, and the raptures: 


ſhe was in are inexpreſlible ; the 
worthy gentleman likewiſe ſhewed. 
us every mark of reſyeR ; in ſhort, 
before we quitted London, we pre- 
vaiied upon them to accompany us: 
to the Cottage, which they acegt- 


ingly did, where we might be more 


at leiſure, to amuſe ourlelyes witla 
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a recapitulation of ſuch occurren- 
ces as had frequently occupied our 
attention in the convent. 7 


Theodore likewiſe made diligent . 
enquiry after Charlotte, my aunt's 

maid, whom with ſome difficulty, 
he found; my brother Alfred hav- 
ing before informed us, that my 
aunt Moreton had been dead ſome 
time, but could not give us the leaſt 
intelligence of Charlotte; however, 
having found her at one of her re- 
lations, -the poor creature, at firſt 
tight of us, was unable to expreſs. 
her joy upon the occalion; Theo- 
_ Core made her a preſent of five 
guineas, as a token of his gratitude 
for the account ſhe once gave him 
of the convent I was ſent to; fur- 
ther entreating me to take her into 
my ſervice, which I did, and brought 
her with us to the Cottage. 
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Our honoured parents ſeemed quite 
happy at our return, eſpecially hay- 


ing found our worthy friends, and 


brought them with us, where every 


thing the manſion afforded was im- 


mediately at their command. 


Soon after our return into the coun- 


try, Mr. Grenville, one day entreated 
us to aecompany him to a moſt de- 


lightful ſpot of freehold land of his, 


which lay about one mile diſtant from 


the Cottage, which we did. 


66 Now, ſaid he, my dear Priſ- 
cilla, J mean to build you a ftately 
manſion upon any particular part of 
it you ſhall fix upon; where you 
and Theodore may reſide, and, per- 


haps, your offspring after you; in the 
mean time, the Cottage is equally 
yours; and, aſterwards we may have 


8 
te pleaſure of viſiting each other al- 
ternately „at the ſeperate manſions.” 


J fixed upon the ſpot; he imme- 
diately gave the neceſſary orders, 
which were as diligently executed, 
anch a molt delightful ſituation it was; 

we named it the Happy Retreat. 
Soon aſterwards my brother arrived 
with an account of my mother's ill 
neſs; that ſhe begged to ſee me and 
Theodore before the died. We im- 
mediatel y ordered a poſt-chaiſe, and 
ſet off into the country; we arrived 
but a few hours before ſhe breathed 
her laſt. TEE 


At the firſt fight: of us, tears 
dropped from her eyes; ſhe eagerly 
. ſqueezed me by the hand, implor- 
ing forgiveneſs; indeed, the ſcene 
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was truly effecting; we eraved her 
pleſſing, which ſhe willingly gave: 
we mingled our tears together, and 


ſhe ſeemed quite happy, expreſſing ” 


theſe WI,” 50 Now ſhall I die in 
peace.“ 


My brother Alfred was Ft 
and a ſharer in the grief; ſhe beg - 


ged me not to quit the room, adding 5 


ſhe was perfectly reſigned, and 
about eight o'clock the next morning 
ſhe expired in my arms. After the 
funeral rites were over, we returned 

back to the Cottage, ſhe left my 
brother the farm, where he now re- 
| ſides, and five thouſand pounds, the 
other five thouſand. with all her | 
jewels ſhe left to me. 


Mr. and Mrs. Grenville accompa- 
nied us to our new manſion, called 
the Happy Retreat, - where we viſit 
each other occalionall y,- 


— „„ ds „ 
£4, 5 


„ 
I now fancy myſelf arrived at the 


| ſummit of all my happineſs, even 
beyond my moſt ſanguine expecta- 
tions; and, if ſuch-a thing as true 


happineſs is » be: found on earth, 1 


now enjoy it. Fortune now ſeems 
5 inelinable to aka ample amends for 
every trial 1 have undergone, and [ 
think it almoſt impoſſible | for any 
finite being to be poſſeſſed of "i 


greater degree of happineſs. on this 
ide the grave. 


By 5 pose 1779 
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